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Marian Bailey, “Miss Pentagon” dies after 59 years of service in the Pentagon
T —

Marian Bailey, 79, who began her career with
the Pertagon when it opened in April of 1942
and remained on staff for wearly 60 years, died
Jan, 22 at her home in Riverdale, Md., after a
heant attack. She was said 1o have been ihe last
of the Pentagen's orginal staff continuing o
serve. The duration of her career combined with
her knowledge and affection of the building
earned her the title of “Miss Pentagon,™

“The Pentagon is like family 1o me,” Mz
Bailbey said in an imerview early |ast year, “lt i
a part of me and will always occupy a sofi spot
in my hean.”

In recen years, Ms, Bailey's dutses havé con-
sisted primarily of escomting VIFs on lours
through the Pentagon. She was seen frequently
on her own personalized goll can equipped with
fMags, lights, three homs and two car batteries. “'1've invested
L3, (0 in my baby,” boasted bs, Bailey, 1 accominodate many
important people and | can®t afford a beeakdown.”

M. Bailey began her career as a switchboard opernsor and even-
neally moved up the ranks o be the chiel elephone operator. 1
was in charge of more than 304 gals,” she said. “They were the
sl dedicated people you could hope (o work with,” Ciee particu-
har event involving ler team stood out in M, Bailey™s mmd, “Daig-
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Anniversary in January 2001

Oim Jamoary 15, 1943, the last of 15,006 construction work-
ers and more than 400 architects and enginsers lefi the prounds
of the Pentagon reservation as te 34-acre home 1o our Nation's
military establishment was completed. Mo dedication ceremaony
was held due go the pressures of wartime.

Im sctuality, the first persoane] began occupying the Penta-
gon in April of 1942, just eight months after construction began

Inthe fall of 1942, the Secretary of Defense moved into has
office along the River Terrace and by December 11942, 22 000
emplovess oocupied the Pentagon.

The finil cost for the Pentagon wis 549 5 inillion for the
straciire aml 33 4 million for ancillary Facilities and 30 miles |
of roads, access ramps and h:l'ii![..'_‘.‘h
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ing the war [WWII], the full-time operation of the switchboard was
critical,” she said. *1 and a group of my girls slept in the Pentagon
fior two weeks straight to keep the switchboard running smoothly.
I'm not sure you'll find that kind of dedication woday.”

M. Bailey also never hesitated 1o voice her opinion abous mosd-
e techeology. “When we ran the switchboard, anyore calling the
Pentagon always found a pleasant voice on the other end of the
lime,” she said proudly. “Teday, you get recorded voioes and beeps
That's not my idea of progress.”

Drespite her disapproval of some of the changes she had s=en
take place over the last 59 years, Ms. Bailey's pride n the Pénta-
gaon rever wavered. “The Pentagon i a special place,” she sald,

“Abways has been, always will be,”
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